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The other Cabinet officer to retire was Mr. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior. Shortly after our return from Europe, Mr. Lane discussed with Mr. Wilson the leasing of certain oil properties. The President did not regard this as a wise thing, and told Mr. Lane a more exhaustive study of the case would have to be made before he could permit any release of Government property to private capital.
While he was first ill, many leases or transfers came to the President's desk for signature. It was my habit to acquaint myself with the context of each matter and put the papers in convenient stacks before carrying them to him for his signature. We would prop him up in bed, and he would sign as many as he could before growing exhausted.
The first time I took him one of these oil leases, and explained what it was, he laid it aside and said: "That will not be signed, and, please, until I am able to study that situation do not bring me any more of them. It is better to let things wait than do a thing that to my uninformed judgment seems most unwise."
So insistent did Secretary Lane become when there was no action that he finally asked me "if it were possible the President is not going to sign them". I told him just what I have written above, and he became very angry, saying he was responsible for his Department and had gone very carefully into every detail before himself signing the leases which now lacked only the President's okeh; and that he felt the President's inaction a reflection on him. To this I said: "I am sorry, Mr. Secretary, but, after all, the final responsibility is the President's, and it is not like him to delegate his responsibility to anyone."
When I look back upon what occurred in the Harding Administration oil scandals I thank God for my husband's wisdom. While these were different contracts applying to different oil reserves, there was a possibility that Secretary Lane might have been misled. Anyway, on March i, 1920, Mr. Lane sent in his resignation, which was accepted; and